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OUTLOOK 2025 – KEY TRENDS
IN GCC BANKING & FINTECH

Predictions on financial technology, 
       regulatory changes, and innovations 
       in digital banking for the year.

SUSTAINABLE FINANCE & 
ESG IN THE MIDDLE EAST

WOMEN IN FINTECH: 
BRIDGING THE GENDER GAP

CYBERSECURITY & AI 
IN FINANCE

OPEN BANKING
DIGITAL PAYMENTS & THE 
CASHLESS ECONOMY

BLOCKCHAIN BEYOND 
CRYPTOCURRENCY: NEW 
APPLICATIONS IN FINANCE

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
TRENDS AMONG HIGH-NET-
WORTH INDIVIDUALS
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How banks and financial firms are
integrating Environmental, Social,
and Governance (ESG) criteria into
investment strategies.

       

Highlighting initiatives to increase 
       women’s representation in GCC’s 
       fintech space and showcasing 
       female leaders.

Addressing cyber threats specific to the 
       financial sector, with a spotlight on the 
       latest defensive strategies and solutions.            

Discuss the implementation and 
       impact of open banking initiatives in 
       the UAE, Saudi Arabia, and the MENA 
       region, including collaboration 
       between traditional financial 
       institutions and fintech startups.

Trends in digital payments across GCC
countries, with insights into how the
cashless transition affects businesses
and consumers.

Blockchain use cases in supply chain 
       finance, secure transactions, and 
       decentralized finance (DeFi) relevant 
       to the GCC.

Investment strategies and financial
       planning trends for high-net-worth 
       individuals in the UAE and Saudi 
       Arabia.
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SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

AUDITING & REGULATIONS IN 
THE BANKING INDUSTRY

AI IN FINANCE: NAVIGATING 
RISKS & OPPORTUNITIES

FINANCIAL INCLUSION:
REACHING THE
UNDERBANKED IN THE GCC

2025 IN REVIEW: 
INNOVATIONS, CHALLENGES, 
& FUTURE DIRECTIONS

Exploring how traditional banks 
       collaborate with fintechs to innovate 
       and improve customer experiences.

How financial institutions are 
       adopting AI to improve services 
       while addressing ethical and 
       regulatory challenges

Efforts to increase financial access, 
       including mobile banking and 
       microfinance initiatives targeting 
       underserved communities.

Reflecting on the major financial and
technological advancements of the
year, and projecting forward to 2026.


